THE ABBAN
second at Aberdeen was intended as a blind, and that Laurie
had returned to his old haunts, as he was reported to have
been seen at Uddingston. and also at Coatbridge. How much
money Rose actually had upon him at the time of his death
was never proved, but at least there must have been enough
to enable his murderer so successfully to elude the vigilance
of the police during the five weeks which elapsed between
his absconding and apprehension.
On Tuesday, 3rd September, a man entered the railway ?-
station at Ferniegair, which Is the first out of Hamilton on
the Lesmahagow branch of the Caledonian line.   He was
about to take a ticket, when he saw a police constable on the
platform; he at once left the station and made for the Carlisle
road.. The constable followed, as the man resembled Laurie,
whom he had previously known.    Laurie, for it was he,
realizing that he was being shadowed, began to run; crossing
a field and the railway, he reached the Lanark road, and
running along it till he came to a wood called the "Quarry
Plantation,"  near  Bog  Colliery,  about three  miles  from
Hamilton, was lost sight of by his pursuer.   The constable,
who had been joined by some of the workmen from the
colliery, got them to surround the wood, which he himself
began to search, and presently found Laurie lying under a
bush, with an open razor beside him and a superficial wound
in his throat.  His hand had been less certain than at Coire-na-
fohren.   He was then arrested, and having received the usual
caution said, "I robbed the man, but I did not murder Jhiocu"
On the following day the prisoner was taken to Rothesay,
where he was examined before the Sheriff on the charge of
murdering Rose, upon which he was duly committed for
trial, and was removed to Greenock prison.   There on the
nth he was further examined before the Sheriff.   In his first
declaration the prisoner admitted his identity, adding, "I have
nothing to say to the charge in the meantime/*  In his second,
being shewn the cap, waterproof, and other things found near
the boulder, he declared, "I wish to say nothing about any of
these,a|ticles."
, Theitrial of John Watson Laurie for the murder of Edwin
Rose took place before the High Court of Justiciary at
Edinburgh on Friday, the 8th, and Saturday, the 9th of
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